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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
This is the last Newsletter for the term. 
 
Working Bee: 
Thank you to the 29 families who attended the Working Bee on Sunday.  A huge amount was achieved!  
Mulching and planting the garden on Gilbert Road, painting lattice near the Library, edging around 
demountable classrooms, weeding and mulching the garden near the Science classroom and moving 70 cubic 
meters of mulch under the play equipment. 
 
Thank you everyone for your efforts.  A special thank you to Allan White and Warren Megarry who spent 
the weekend before excavating around the play equipment. 
 
Also thank you to Chris Coe for your tireless efforts in organising these activities. 
 
Parent/Teacher Interviews/Discussions: 
Thank you to the many families that have taken advantage of the opportunity to meet with class teachers 
this week.  I believe good communication is vital to developing school/home partnerships in the education of 
our students and your children. 
 
I would like to acknowledge the efforts of the staff over this week in making the arrangements and time to 
meet with families. 
 
Attached to this newsletter is a short Evaluation Return Slip regarding the Parent/Teacher Discussion.  
Your response and thoughts will help make the process more effective in future years. 
 
Sydney West PSSA Swimming Carnival: 
It was my great pleasure to accompany Castle Hill Zone Swimmers to the Sydney West PSSA Swimming 
Carnival on Tuesday as Team Manager. 
 
Samuel Gilbert was represented by Josh, Lachlan B, Lachlan C, Luke, Adam, Sam, Jacqueline, Olivia, Allison, 
Carina, Megan, Jessica, Dunya and Sophie. 
 



Special congratulations to our Junior Girls Relay 
Team of Olivia, Jacqueline, Allison and Carina, who 
came second by 0.01 of a second and broke the 
Relay record.  Olivia also came 3rd in the 200 
Junior IM.  These girls will be representing us at 
the State Swimming Carnival next week. 
 
Well done to all our wonderful swimmers! 
 
Year 5 Camp – Great Aussie Bush Camp: 
The Year 5 students had the great experience of 
attending the Great Aussie Bush Camp last 
Wednesday to Friday.  From all reports students 
and teachers had a great experience.  I also 
heard wonderful reports about the cooperation of 
the Year 5 students. 
 
Special thank you to Ms Spencer, Mrs Marcolin 
and Mrs Johnson for your work over these three 
exhausting days. 
 
 

 
 

Year 5 having fun at Camp 
 

Year 6 Excursion to Canberra: 
I had the very great pleasure to accompany Year 
6 to Canberra last Wednesday to Friday.   
 
We visited Parliament House, Old Parliament 
House, the War Memorial, National Museum and 
the highlight, Questacon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I would like to commend the students on their 
wonderful cooperation throughout the three days.  
Thank you to Mrs Hart and Mrs Smith for your 
organisation of a wonderful excursion and experience 
for Year 6. 
 

Year 6 outside Old Parliament House 
 

Cross Country Carnivals: 
KINDERGARTEN & YEAR 1 – has been postponed 
until Friday, 1st May (Week 1, Term 2) 
 

YEARS 2 TO 6 – Monday, 6th April commencing 
9.15am – weather permitting.   
 
Information will be available on the school website on 
Sunday evening. 
 
Please note that the P&C Run-A-Thon is the Cross 
Country.  Students can return their sponsorship 
forms and money to the school office before the 
Cross Country but by Tuesday, 7th April at the latest. 
 
Easter Hat Parade: 
Kindergarten and their Year 6 buddies, Year 1 and 
Year 2 will be celebrating Easter with the Easter Hat 
Parade on Tuesday, 7th April. 
 
Venue:    Courtyard 1 
Time:    9.30am 
 
Parents are most welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANZAC Assembly: 
We will be holding our ANZAC Assembly on 
Thursday, 9th April at 10.10am.  Parents please 
support this special assembly by sending a flower 
to school with your child.  These flowers will be 
used during the assembly. 
 
Read For Life: 
Thank you to the many families who have 
supported this program.  We have been able to 
collect many hundreds of books.  These books will 
be distributed to Stewart House and families in 
need, early next term. 
 
Year 1 Excursion: 
Year 1 will be enjoying a terrific excursion to the 
NSW Schoolhouse Museum next Wednesday, 8th 
April. 
 
School Holidays: 
I wish everyone a very safe and enjoyable Easter 
break and school holiday.  I look forward to 
seeing all our students and families next term. 
 
Term 2 Dates: 
Please note – 
• Monday, 27th April is scheduled as an ANZAC 

Day school holiday.  This is not a public 
holiday but is a school holiday. 

• Tuesday, 28th April – Teachers only return as 
Staff Development Day. 

• Wednesday, 29th April – Students return to 
school. 

 
Assemblies for Term 2: 
WEEK 2  -  Whole School Assembly  -  12.15pm 
WEEK 3  -  3/4T 
WEEK 4  -  1S 
Andrew Bowmer 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
Expression of Interest forms for placement 
into Year 7 in 2010 are now overdue. If you 
have a student in Year 6 moving into Year 7 next 
year please make sure that you have completed 
and returned your E.O.I application. This 
application needs to be completed regardless of 
which High School you are applying for. If you 
have any questions or concerns please do not 
hesitate to contact me at the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNSW Competition notes are due back this Friday 
(3rd April). No late entries can be taken. 
 
ANZAC Service - Students at Samuel Gilbert will 
be commemorating ANZAC Day with a Special 
Assembly on Thursday, 9th April. Students are 
invited to bring in some flowers on Thursday morning 
to contribute to a school ANZAC wreath. All flowers 
to be given to the class teachers. 
 
Word of Thanks to “High Quality Meats” at 
Knightsbridge Shopping Centre for their support of 
the school through a 30% discount on the sausages 
purchased for last Sunday’s Working Bee. 
 
Volunteers – Thank you to those people who have 
indicated their interest to participate in a school 
based Social Skills program. I will soon make contact 
to negotiate suitable times. 
 
Photos from the recent Year 5 Aussie Bush Camp 
and the Year 6 Excursion to Canberra are now 
available on the school website for viewing. Please 
keep an eye out in the next edition of the newsletter 
for some student reports, comments and work 
samples. From all accounts (both from students & 
teachers) a good time was had by all. 
 
A Parent Feedback sheet has been included in this 
week’s newsletter requesting comments following this 
week’s Parent/Teacher sessions. Please take a few 
minutes to answer the questions to inform us about 
the value of these sessions at this time of the year. 
 
NAPLAN Dates – The National Assessment Program 
– Literacy & Numeracy for all students in Years 3, 5, 
7 & 9 will be as follows:- 
• Tuesday, 12th May – Language Convention test 

(Spelling, Punctuation & Grammar) and a separate 
Writing test 

• Wednesday, 13th May – Reading test 
• Thursday, 14th May – Numeracy test (Number, 

Algebra, Function & Pattern, Chance & Data, 
Measurement & Space). 

Further information will be coming home early next 
term. 

 
Term 2 – Just a reminder that Term 2 starts on 
Wednesday, 29th April for all students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I would like to take this opportunity to wish all 
families a very happy and safe Easter break. 
Donna Harris 
 
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE 
FOR NATIONAL CAPITAL EXCURSION 
Students from our school have recently 
undertaken an educational tour of the National 
Capital.  While on this tour they participate in a 
variety of educational programs focused on 
Australia’s history, culture, heritage and 
democracy. 
 
The Australian Government recognizes the 
importance of all young Australians being able to 
visit their National Capital as part of their civics 
and citizenship education.  To assist you in 
meeting the cost of the excursion the Australian 
Government is contributing funding under the 
Parliament and Civics Education Rebate (PACER) 
program toward the travel expenses incurred.  
This contribution will be paid directly to the 
school upon completion of the excursion. 
 
We would like to thank the Australian 
Government for their support of this program. 
 
We know that the excursion was a rewarding 
experience for all students. 
Andrew Bowmer, Principal 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Jack for gaining 
selection into the Castle Hill Zone AFLTeam. 
 
FROM THE LIBRARY 
I just wanted to express my appreciation and say 
“thank you” to all the wonderful parents who 
answered my cry for help and came to my 
assistance this term.  A group of kind parents 
volunteered to come in to the Library and assist 
the Year 5 & 6 students with their Research 
skills, while another kind group of parents happily 
agreed to be trained by me in Library 
management skills; returns, sorting, shelving and 
borrowing if the opportunity arose.  
 
There was even an overlap between the two 
groups - some parents who came in early to assist 
during Administration time, decided they were 
gluttons for punishment and happily stayed until 
Recess to help students with their Research 
skills, whether they were working on the Library 
computers, selecting information from reference 
books or using encyclopedias. Some of these same 
helpers stayed to help “strip” and “contact” our 
new selection of wonderful MacMillan readers, to 
help Mrs Bell and myself get them out to the 
teachers and students as quickly as possible. 
 

To all those helpful and generous souls, I thank you 
for your time and efforts over this very busy first 
Term of 2009 and hope you are willing to continue 
our partnership into Term 2 and beyond. Thank you 
to all involved - Dianne, Paula, Jacqui, Pip, Leisane, 
Andra, Imhal, Wendy, Mee Wah, Kathy, Carlijn, 
Renee, Alex and Antonia. 
 
If I have forgotten anyone please forgive me. If 
anyone is now inspired to come and assist in the 
Library in any way, please drop in and let me know. 
Your help is always welcomed. 
Deidre Bridie, Relieving Teacher Librarian 
 
KINDER GROSS MOTOR PROGRAM 
All kindergarten teachers and students would like to 
thank Mr Matt Lockrey for his generous contribution 
to our Gross Motor Program.  We now have fabulous 
walking beams, a jumping box and a ladder to use 
each week.  Teachers would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank the numerous parents who have 
volunteered each Thursday to help with the running 
of this program. 
 
Thank you all. 
Kindergarten Teachers 
Kinder children enjoying 

the new equipment 
 

 

 
 
 
 

P&C REPORT 
The first Working Bee for the year was held last 
Sunday, 29th and thanks to the many families who 
came along we were able to put new “soft fall” bark 
under the play equipment and continue with the 
beautification of the school grounds. I am sure those 
of you who have been at the school in the past few 
days have noticed the difference, and to those who 
worked, I hope all your aching muscles have 
recovered. 
 
The Fete is well under way.  We have Stall 
Coordinators for the majority of all stalls.  Stall 
information will be distributed early next week to 
those people. 
We still need a coordinator for the Trash and 
Treasure Stand and the Drinks Stand, as well as a 



coordinator for car parking and general duties on 
the day.  
 
Our Korean Food Stall was a hit last year. We 
would love to add to the international flavours in 
our food court, so we are calling for all 
nationalities to band together and run a stall. 
 
Last year we believe that our success was greatly 
due to our advertising efforts.  This included 
distributing flyers to local schools, preschools and 
letter box drops in the local area.  We are 
seeking someone in the school community to assist 
in the printing of these flyers. This could either 
be by donation or sponsorship of the printing.   
 
If you are able to help in any of these (or other 
areas) please contact me either through the 
School or drop me a line at 
donna@unwired.com.au. 
 
 As this is the last newsletter for the term I 
would like to wish you all a Happy Easter and a 
relaxing and safe holiday. If you are driving 
please take extra care on the roads as I would 
like to see you all at our next P&C meeting on 
Tuesday, 12th May. 
Allan White  
 
P&C ANNUAL TRIVIA NIGHT 
Samuel Gilbert will be holding their Annual Trivia 
Night on Saturday, 30th May and we would love 
you to join us.  Please note this date in your diary 
and we will send more information home early 
next term.  Plenty of time to study for the 
questions over the school holidays - ha! ha! ha! 
Tracy Imber/Karen Forrest/Debbie Vumbaca 
P&C Committee 
 
FROM THE UNIFORM SHOP 
Thank you to those people who donated the 
printer and cordless phone to our shop.  Your 
generosity is much appreciated.  We are still 
after someone who is involved with computer 
hardware and/or software as we are looking at 
bringing the Uniform Shop into the 21st century in 
the near future! 
 
We are still waiting on our order of Girls Long 
Pants and Boys Long Sleeve Polo Shirts.  When we 
receive the order, any back orders will be sent to 
your child’s class.  We apologise for any 
inconvenience. 
 
Just a reminder that if you are waiting for stock 
to come in, it’s advisable to place an order so that 
we can allocate the stock to you.  This will also 

assist us in ensuring that we will still have enough 
stock on the shelves. 
 
We are currently accepting donations for our 2nd 
Hand Stock rack.  Please be aware that we can’t 
accept old style uniforms, hats, socks, stockings or 
hair accessories. 
 
Over the coming weeks, please be aware of our 
altered trading hours: 
TERM 1    
• Monday, 6th May from 2.00–3.30pm 
• Tuesday, 7th May from 8.30–9.15am 
(due to our kids involvement in the Easter Hat 
Parade) 
TERM 2   
• Wednesday, 29th April from 2.00–3.30pm 
(this is their first day back at school for Term 2) 
• Thursday, 30th April from 8.30–10.00am 
 
From Monday, 4th May our trading hours will return 
to normal.  Should you require any uniforms and can’t 
make these hours, please ensure that you complete 
an order form and leave it with the lovely ladies at 
the front office. 
 
Please find attached an updated order form for 
Term 2.  Please destroy your old order forms. 
 
Enjoy your Easter holidays! 
Leisa Whiteside & Sally Birthisel, US Coordinators 
 
BAND REPORT 
Band Workshop – Friday, 3rd April from 3.00-
6.00pm.  This will be a great afternoon of music.  
Afternoon tea will be from 3.00-3.30pm, rehearsals 
and tutorials from 3.30-5.30pm and cleaning session 
from 5.30-6.00pm. 
 
Could parents please come at 5.30pm to meet with 
their children to attend the cleaning instrument 
session together.  This will conclude promptly at 
6.00pm. 
 
Band Camp -  Preparations are well underway for 
camp on Wednesday, 6th and Thursday, 7th May.  It 
promises to be a great time away finishing with a 
camp concert on Thursday night. 
 
Band Meeting  -  Thursday, 2nd April at 7.30pm in the 
Staffroom.  All welcome. 
Sue Lack, Band Committee 
 
 
 
FROM THE CANTEEN 
Easter Gu_ssing Comp_tition – Thank you to all the 
families who have already donated eggs, bunnies and 



bilbies.  It is not too late if you would still like to 
send in a contribution for the raffle – Monday, 6th 
April will be our last day.  Also please remember 
that all tickets must be returned by Monday, 6th 
also. 
 
If anyone is able to assist with prize bundling and 
wrapping please call into the Canteen on Monday 
morning ……. we need you! 
 
The Canteen will be CLOSED for 
cleaning on the last day of term – 
Thursday, 9th April – NO LUNCH 
ORDERS. 
 
Finally, thank you to everyone who 
has helped us during first term.  
Without volunteers we simply 
wouldn’t be able to operate.   
Have a happy and safe Easter holiday. 
Judy Naudi and Jenelle Lockrey, 
Canteen Supervisors 
 
OF COMMUNITY INTEREST 

• Australian Oztag School Holiday Clinics – 16th 
and 23rd April, 10.00-12.00pm for boys and girls 
6 years and above, to be held at Blaxland 
Reverside Park, Sydney Olympic Park at a cost of 
$6.00 per child.  For more information and 
bookings please ring 9522 7095 or 
melanie@oztag.com.au 

• Policy and Community Youth Clubs Blacktown – 
School holidays sports week from 14th April to 
17th April from 9am-3pm at a cost of $12 per day 
or $40 for the week.  Activities include AFL 
Skills Clinic, Soccer Clinic, Rugby League Clinic 

and AMP Bowling.  For more information 
contact Blacktown PCYC on 9622 3470. 

• PCYC Blacktown – is holding an Under 12’s 
Easter Disco on Friday, 3rd April at 
Blacktown PCYC, 30 Second Avenue, 
Blacktown at a cost of $10 per child.  
Includes sausage sizzle, drink and 

present from the Easter Bunny.  Tiny tots 5-
6pm, up to 12 years 6-9pm.  For more 
information please ring PCYC on 9622 3470. 

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please return to the School Office 

 

       Samuel Gilbert Public School  
             PARENT /TEACHER DISCUSSIONS 

           PARENT FEEDBACK SHEET 
 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 

Please take a few minutes to complete this feedback sheet as we would appreciate your 
comments.  Completed sheets can be returned to the office. 
 
• Did you attend a Parent /Teacher session?                         Yes  /  No 

• Did you find session times adequate?                                  Yes  /  No 

• Did you find Parent /Teacher session valuable?                   Yes  /  No 

• Did you find it useful having Parent /Teacher sessions  
earlier in the year?                                                                  Yes  /  No 

• Do you have any comments or suggestions for future Parent /Teacher sessions? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Name (optional): ___________________________________________________ 
 
Thank you for your time and comment. 
 
Donna Harris, Deputy Principal                       Andrew Bowmer, Principal 

Samuel Gilbert Public School P&C Uniform Shop 



Uniform Order Form - Term 2 2009 
 
Instructions 
Please note - shaded items are not available 

1. Fill in student’s name, class, and contact details. 
2. Enter the number of items to be purchased under each size. 
3. Multiple number of items on each line by the price and place amount into the subtotal column 
4. Add the subtotal from each line and put into total box. 
5. Send order to the school office with cash, cheque or credit card details 
 

Date  Email Address  
Student Name    
Class  Phone Number  

 
 

Items Price Size Subtotal 
Boys School Uniform 

Tops  4 6 8 10 12 14 16  

L/S Polo shirt $34.00         

S/S Polo shirt $31.00         

Bottoms  4 6 8 10 12 14 16  

Shorts $17.00         

Trousers $34.00         

Girls School Uniform 
Tops   4 6 8 10 12 14 16  

L/S Blouse (new style) $31.00         

L/S Blouse (old style) $8.00         

S/S Blouse $29.00         

Bottoms  4 6 8 10 12 14 16  

Shorts $28.00         

Pants $34.00         

Winter culottes $25.00         

Winter skirt $51.00         

Dresses  4 6 8 10 12 14 16  

Summer dress $60.00         

Winter tunic $25.00         

Hair Accessories          

Headband - summer $6.50         

Headband - winter $7.00         

Scrunchie - summer $3.50         

Scrunchie - winter $4.50         

Sports Uniform 
Tops   4 6 8 10 12 14 16  

Sport shirt $35.00         

Bottoms  4 6 8 10 12 14 16  

Skort $23.00         

Sport shorts $20.00         

Tracksuit $79.00 Prepaid order in Term 1  

 
Page 1 Subtotal   

 
Please turnover for other uniform items and payment details 



 
Items Price Size Subtotal 

Unisex School Uniform 
Tops   4 6 8 10 12 14 16  

Zipper jacket  $39.00         

Spray proof jacket $38.00         

Woollen jumper $48.00 Prepaid order in Term 1  

Sun Protection  SML MED LRG XLRG     

Hat $13.00         

Sunglasses $9.50         

Hosiery 
Socks   5-8 9-12 13-3 2-8     

Lemon $4.00         

Navy  $4.00         

White sport TBA         

Stockings   2-5 6-9 10-12 Mids     

Pantyhose $3.00         

   4-6 7-10 11-14      

Red Robin tights $10.00         

Bags 
Medium school backpack $42.00         

Large school backpack $45.00         

Excursion bag $8.00         

Library bag $3.00         

Haberdashery 
Navy buttons $0.50         

White buttons $0.50         

 
      Page 2 Subtotal   

          

       Total   

 
Payment Advice 
                                  

Payment is by: 
   CASH   CHEQUE  CREDIT CARD           

                                  

If paying by credit card please complete details below: 
                                  

MASTERCARD  VISA                   

                                  

I authorise Samuel Gilbert Public School P&C Uniform Shop to debit my account as detailed below: 
                                  

Card No:                                  

                                  

Expiry Date:              CVN*               

                                  

Amount:    $               *last 3 digits on signature panel or white box beside signature form 

                                  

Cardholders Name: 
                             

                                  

Cardholders Signature:                             

                             

Signature Date:                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Dear Parents,                                                                                                                         16th March, 2009 
 
Early next term the P&C will be sending home an Entertainment Book to each family at Samuel Gilbert. These 
books contain vouchers for restaurants, accommodation, entertainment and sporting activities, and so much 
more. The Parramatta books are $55 and the Sydney and Sydney North Editions are $65 each. $11 of each book 
goes to the school to raise funds for us to make improvements within the school. 
 
At the moment I am taking pre-orders for the Entertainment Books. These pre-ordered books will be picked up on 
the 8th of April and hopefully sent home on the 9th of April. If you would like to pre-order a book you will also get a 
bonus certificate. These pre-ordered books will need to be paid for by Tuesday the 7th April. An order form is 
below. Please send it in to the school with payment before 7th April. 
 
If you do not pre-order the book, it will be sent home early next term. We ask that you look through the book and if 
you would like to purchase it that you send payment in to the school as soon as possible. If you do not want the 
book, we kindly ask that you send the book back to school. If you do not want the book, maybe you know 
someone who would like it. Asking family and friends is a good way to sell the book for the school to help us raise 
much needed funds. 
 
This year we are asking that if you do not want the Entertainment Book sent home, that you return the slip below. 
If the slip is not returned a book will be sent home and either payment of the book or return of the book will be 
required. 
 
Thank you for considering purchasing an Entertainment Book. They are worth the money and if you only use 2 or 
3 of the vouchers in the book it would be worthwhile. There are big savings to be had. 
 
Thank you, 
Emily Koller, Samuel Gilbert Public School P&C 
 
 
ORDERS RECEIVED BEFORE 31st MARCH RECEIVE A BONUS OFFER CERTIFICATE WORTH OVER $150 
To order send in the slip below or contact: Emily Koller Phone: 0412 162672 or Email:  kollers@bigpond.com 

 
Name: _______________________________________________   Phone: _____________________ 

Childs Name: _____________________________     Childs Class:  __________________________ 
Address:  ___________________________________________State: _________ P/Code: ________ 

Email address: _____________________________________________ 

I would like to order: ____ x Parramatta/Hills/Blue Mtns/Macarthur @ $55 each (GST incl) = $_________ 
  ____ x Sydney North               @ $65 each (GST incl) = $_________ 
  ____ x Sydney                          @ $65 each (GST incl) = $_________ 
 

Total amount enclosed:     = $______________ 
 

I would like to pay by:    Cash       Cheque madeout to ‘Entertainment Publications’  ______ 
Or please charge my:     Visa       MasterCard     

 
Credit Card No:  __ __ __ __/__ __ __ __/__ __ __ __/__ __ __ __              Expiry Date: __ __/__ __ 

Cardholder’s Name: _____________________________  Signature: ______________________________ 
*Bonus Offer Certificates are subject to availability    *Entertainment Books will be sent home on 9th April 2009 

 
Child’s Name: _______________________________    Child’s Class: _____________ 
 
I DO NOT want an Entertainment Book sent home this year. 
 
Signed: __________________________________       Date: _________________ 
 


